
NEH Awards 
and More:
Applying for Project 
Grants & Partnering 
with the NEH





SINCE 1965, NEH HAS 

FUNDED MORE THAN

66,000 PROJECTS



Research Programs

Digital Humanities 

Education Programs 

Federal/State Partnership 

Preservation and Access

Public Programs 

Challenge Programs

Grant Program 
Divisions & 
Offices



What Program Fits my Digital Project?

https://www.neh.gov/blog/what-grant-program-fits-my-digital-project

Let your goals, activities, & audience guide you through NEH programs

https://www.neh.gov/blog/what-grant-program-fits-my-digital-project


Director: Christopher Thornton

DIVISION OF RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Supports scholars—individuals and 

collaborative teams—working on 

research projects that advance 

knowledge and understanding of 

the humanities. 



Division of Research Programs

Grants for Individuals 

Fellowships

Awards for Faculty at HSIs, HBCUs, and TCUs

Summer Stipends

Public Scholars

NEH-Mellon Fellowships for Digital Publication

Dynamic Language Infrastructure-Documenting Endangered   

Languages Fellowships

GRANT OFFERINGS







Division of Research Programs

Grants for Institutions 

Collaborative Research

Scholarly Editions and Translations

Archaeological and Ethnographic Field Research

Fellowship Programs at Independent Research Institutions

GRANT OFFERINGS





OFFICE OF DIGITAL HUMANITIES
Director: Brett Bobley Offers grant programs that address 

cultural changes brought about by the 

introduction and spread of digital 

technology. This includes projects that 

explore how to harness new technology 

for humanities research as well as 

those that study digital culture from a 

humanistic perspective.



Computational methods or techniques that 

contribute to the humanities

Research on digital culture from a humanistic 

perspective

International collaboration in 

computationally-intensive humanities and 

social sciences 

Workshops to discuss new and emerging 

methodologies and best practices

Deadlines: January and June

Three levels of funding available

Office of 
Digital Humanities

Digital Humanities 

Advancement Grants









Office of 
Digital Humanities

Institutes for Advanced 

Topics in the Digital 

Humanities

SAROI: Spatial Archaeology Residential and Online 

Studies 

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

Regents of the University of Minnesota 

(Minneapolis, MN)

Building Capable Communities for Crowdsourced 

Transcription

Princeton University (Princeton, NJ)

New Languages for NLP: Building Linguistic Diversity 

in the Digital Humanities

Santa Fe Institute (Santa Fe, NM)

Foundations and Applications of Cultural Analytics 

in the Humanities

Ithaka Harbors, Inc. (New York, NY)
The Text Analysis Pedagogy (TAP) Institute



DIVISION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS

—Wikimedia

Director: Carol Peters Funds projects that strengthen 

teaching and learning in the 

humanities through professional 

development and innovative 

curricular programs.



—NEH 

Division of 
Education Programs       

HUMANITIES

INITIATIVES

Strengthen the teaching and study of the 

humanities at institutions of higher 

education by developing new humanities 

programs, resources (including those in 

digital format), or courses, or by 

enhancing existing ones.

Deadline: May 2021

Awards from 12 to 36 months

Separate streams for community colleges, 

Hispanic-serving institutions, tribal 

colleges, and colleges and universities



—NEH 

Division of 
Education Programs       

HUMANITIES 

CONNECTIONS

Seeks to expand the role of the 

humanities in undergraduate education 

at two- and four-year institutions.

Deadline: September 2021

Planning Grants: Up to 12 months

Implementation Grants: Up to 36 months

At least one program/department outside 

the humanities







Division of 
Education Programs       
SUMMER 

PROGRAMS

SUMMER PROGRAMS

Awards: Up to $125,000 for Seminars;

Up to $200,000 for Institutes 

LANDMARKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY AND 

CULTURE

Awards: Up to $180,000

DEADLINES

Directors: February 2021 for projects in 2022

Participants: March 2021 for projects in 2021





DIVISION OF 
PRESERVATION AND ACCESS

—Wikimedia

Director: Nadina Gardiner Funds projects that help institutions 

care for and provide access to 
their cultural resources.



Division of Preservation 
and Access

Humanities Collections 

and Reference 

Resources
Deadline: July 2021

Foundations: up to $50,000 (plus $10,000 

for interinstitutional activities)

Implementation: up to $350,000

Strengthens efforts to extend the life of 

humanities collections and make their 

intellectual content widely accessible. Also 

creates various reference resources, from works 

that provide basic information quickly to tools 

that synthesize and codify knowledge of a 

subject for in-depth investigation.





OFFICE OF CHALLENGE PROGRAMS
Acting Director: Stefanie Walker Challenge programs transform and 

strengthen humanities institutions 

and organizations with federal 

matching grants to support 

construction and improvements to 

facilities and equipment.



INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

CAPACITY BUILDING 

CHALLENGE GRANTS

Capital Projects: Eligible 

activities include the design, 

purchase, construction, 

restoration, or renovation of 

facilities, and the purchase of 

equipment and software.

Digital Infrastructure: Awards 

aim to help institutions secure 

long-term support for their core 

activities and expand efforts to 

preserve and create access to 

outstanding digital humanities 

materials.

Office of 
Challenge Grants







Okay, Now What?







Help and available resources

1. NEH program staff is available by telephone or 

email.

2. We read draft applications in many, but not all, 

programs.

3. We provide sample applications on our website.

4. We hold webinars and post how-to videos.

5. NEH blog highlights funded projects.

6. We provide all applicants with reviewer comments.



Database of Funded Projects



Criterion 1: The intellectual significance and impact of the project for the humanities

Criterion 2: The quality of the overall conception, organization, and description of how the 
proposed work sits within a broader context, and quality of the argument for new (or 
further) work in this area

Criterion 3: The feasibility and appropriateness of the activities, work plan, methodology, 
and use of technology, and the project’s plans for mitigating risk and addressing 
accessibility for its intended audiences 

Criterion 4: The qualifications, expertise, and levels of commitment of the project director 
and key project staff or contributors 

Criterion 5: The reasonableness of the proposed budget in relation to the proposed 
activities, staff compensation, the anticipated results, products, and dissemination 

Criterion 6: The quality and appropriateness of project plans for data management and (if 
applicable) sustainability

Evaluation Criteria 
Digital Humanities Advancement Grants



Rating Scale

E: Excellent

VG: Very good

G: Good

SM: Some merit

NC: Not competitive

No +s, -s, or / ratings allowed!  



Prepare early

Find the right program

Grants.gov

Read the guidelines     
and samples

Contact a program 
officer

—Maria Biernik/NEH



Remember 
your audience

Write for specialists  
and generalists

Avoid jargon

Address the criteria

Use concrete examples

Show them you know 
what you’re doing

Anticipate and answer 
possible concerns

—Alamy



Budget advice

Consult budget guidelines      
and samples

Know what is/isn’t allowed

Talk to a program officer

Talk to your sponsored   
research office early in the 
process!

—Alamy



Pay attention to details

Draft early and solicit feedback 

Include required supporting materials

Proofread!



The life of your application

Submission

Eligibility check & 
Panel Sorting (2-3 

weeks)

Peer Review 
(8-10 weeks)

Staff 
Recommendation

National Council 
Review 

(March, July, 
November)

NEH Chairman 
makes final 
decisions



Post-announcement

Request your reviewers’ comments

Contact a program officer

Resubmit



https://www.neh.gov/COVID19_FAQs



Ways to Keep Up with NEH Activities, Special 
Initiatives, and Events

Ensure that your Dean's Office and office of 

sponsored programs or projects know your areas of 

interest

Follow NEH accounts on social media

Subscribe to NEH newsletters







One More Thing....Sign Up to Serve as Peer 
Reviewer



Jennifer Serventi

Office of Digital Humanities

jserventi@neh.gov


